
Will of William Brown
Husband of Artimissa Burke Brown

(1803 – 1845)

In the name of God, amen! I William Brown, of the County of Wilkinson and the State of Georgia, 
being of sound mind and perfect memory, do make and ordain this my last will and testament, as 
follows, viz:

FIRST.  I commit my soul to the mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and my body to the 
dust from whence it came.

SECONDLY.  I wish all my just debts to be paid out of my estate.

THIRDLY.  I give and bequeath to my beloved wife, Artimessa [sic] Brown, the lot of land on 
which my house stands, also my Negro boy Guy, a Negro girl, Sue, and my Negro girl, Love.  This lot 
of land on which I before mentioned to be hers for lifetime or widowhood, but in case of intermarriage, 
go back to my sons.

FOURTHLY.  I give and bequeath of the remainder of my lands and the lot given to my wife, 
after her death, or the cessation of her widowhood, to return to my four sons named: William Francis 
Marion Brown, Augustus Clayton Brown, Nimrod Jefferson Brown, David John Franklin Brown, the 
above lots to be equally divided without sale.

FIFTHLY.    I give and bequeath to my three daughters: Sarah Elizabeth Brown,i Mary Brown,ii 
and Naomi Brown, $500.00 each to be raised out of my estate not otherwise willed.

SIXTHLY.  I wish all my perishable property to remain together for the benefit of my family.

SEVENTHLY.  I wish all the remainder of my Negro property not otherwise willed to be 
equally divided between all my sons and daughters and all to remain together and each one to draw 
their part as they become of age.  I hereby appoint Anderson Ingram, Andred J. Ard, Nimrod Burke, 
and John Burke thereto my Executors to this my last will and testament, whereof I hereunto affix my 
hand and seal.

Signed: William Browniii



i Married John McDonald and Washington Ingram. [This note seems to be incorrect as the book “Wilkinson County 
Georgia Historical Collections” says on page 172 that it was Sarah Ann Brown, the sister of Isaac Brown, who married 
John Mc Donald.]

ii Married John G. Carswell.
iii This will was recorded in Book entitled “Estate Accounts 1838 -1850” page 367.  The date of probation was not shown.


